{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. III.]        THE TREATY OF KALISCH.                     83}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 his magnanimity should not be sufficiently appre\-ciated, there was nothing to prevent him from changing his course and reconciling himself to Napoleon in the manner of Tilsit. In these cir\-cumstances was it safe to stand reasoning and chaffering with Alexander ? Hardenberg seems to have thought it was not, for he wrote most urgently to Knesebeck, begging him to conclude the Treaty; and it appears from the following extracts from a report of Knesebeck's dated (not despatched) February 25th, that Stein took a similar view:}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 The Emperor regales me with great promises; Herr vom Stein lets me see plainly that the fate of Prussia does not greatly in\-terest him if only the war in Germany breaks out; this Minister leaves no stone unturned to drive us into it at .all hazards. That was the object of the demand that I should give Billow and Yorck the order to march; it came from Stein and Anstett, and showed me clearly how their intention is to involve us in war with France before we have made a definite arrangement with Russia.,.. Since I have declined to enter into the plans of these gentlemen they look black at me. It was thought and is still thought at this moment that we have gone too far in opposition to France to avoid signing at any cost, and that Prussia is under a necessity of granting whatever Russia may demand. At the same time they do not mean to demand from us at once the sacrifices they have in mind, but they reserve to themselves the right to impose them upon us later. And so they avoid every positive assurance. I see through their intention, which is to demand the Weichsel for a frontier, and I have no doubt that Saxony is only offered us as an indemnity for East Prussia. When they saw that I was not so compliant in the substance as in the form, Stein and Anstett were openly sent off direct to Breslau to try whether your Excellency (Hardenberg) and His Majesty could not be brought to content themselves with mere promises. Though I am convinced before\-hand that this will not be the case, yet I count it my duty earnestly to beg your Excellency to be on your guard and to keep your presence of mind in the critical position in which}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 6\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 2}\par }